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Dentist F o r e i g n C r e d e n t i a l s r e f e r r a l Off i c e



WELCOME The Canadian Dental Regulatory Authorities Federation (CDRAF) is the national forum and collective voice of provincial and territorial dental regulatory authorities on regulatory matters. The Federation is the only organization that speaks for over 19,000 dentists in Canada on professional regulatory issues related to the practice of dentistry. Our website is www.cdraf.org. In Canada, the practice of dentistry upholds world-class standards. Earning your Canadian credentials to practise dentistry could take time, money and considerable effort. Contact the regulatory authority in the province or territory in which you intend to work to make sure that you understand all the requirements in order to obtain a licence to practise dentistry.



Dentistry in Canada Dentists diagnose, treat, prevent and control disorders of the teeth and mouth. They work in private practice or may be employed in hospitals, clinics, public health facilities or universities. Dentists must have a general or specialty dental practitioner licence to practise dentistry independently in Canada. Each province/territory has a dental regulatory authority that establishes regulations and requirements for the licensure of general dental practitioners and specialists within their jurisdiction.



Specialists have additional training and a separate licence. There are nine recognized dental specialties in Canada: dental public health; endodontics; oral and maxillofacial surgery; oral medicine and pathology; oral and maxillofacial radiology; orthodontics and dentofacial orthopedics; pediatric dentistry; periodontics; and prosthodontics. Dental anaesthesiology is a specialty in Ontario.



Before You Come to Canada While you are waiting to come to Canada, there are many important things you can do to improve your chances of success. The Foreign Credentials Referral Office (www.credentials.gc.ca) is an organization of the Government of Canada that provides you with helpful resources such as Planning to work in Canada? An essential workbook for newcomers and the Working in Canada Tool (www.workingincanada.gc.ca). Use these resources to find and collect important information and to develop your job search plan. Dentistry requires advanced language abilities in reading, writing and speaking. You will need to prove your language skills in English or French or be tested. If you need to improve your language skills, start before you come to Canada. Try the online Canadian Language Benchmarks self-assessment test at www.clb-osa.ca. Your official education, work and identity documents are important. It is much easier for you to gather and organize your documents prior to arriving in Canada. You will need to obtain or arrange for the delivery of official copies of your dentistry school degree and transcripts to organizations in Canada. If your documents are not in French or English, verify the exact translation requirements.



F o r e i g n C r e d e n t i a l s R e f e r r a l Off i c e | D ENTIST



Each Canadian province and territory requires you to complete a “Certificate of Standing” form, that is available on most regulators’ websites or from them directly. It must be completed by your current licensing body, and any previous licensing bodies, or the governing authority such as a Ministry of Health. If the licensing body/governing authority will only issue their own form or “letter of good standing,” then verification of that fact by the provincial regulatory authority may be required.



Becoming a Dentist in Canada Your initial application for the assessment processes, including document verification, can be submitted online to the National Dental Examining Board of Canada (NDEB) and can be started before you move to Canada. If your dental training was in the United States, Australia (and you graduated on or after March 31, 2010) or New Zealand (and you graduated on or after December 14, 2011), you may apply directly to the NDEB (www.ndeb.ca) to sit for the national examination. All other candidates from all other jurisdictions are considered to be “internationally trained” and must follow specific processes to be licensed. The assessment of your skills, involving three separate assessments, are most often done in Canada. The NDEB recently conducted the Assessment of Fundamental Knowledge test in Great Britain and might offer it at other locations. Verify potential test locations with the NDEB.



www.cic.gc.ca It is important for you to learn about the steps you need to take to get your credentials and qualifications recognized in Canada. Citizenship and Immigration Canada also recommends that you review the resources on our website for helpful information about the immigration process and living in Canada.



General Dental Practitioner Licence Before applying to the provincial/territorial dental regulator for registration, certification by the NDEB is mandatory. If you intend to work in Quebec, you have three years to meet the mandatory language requirement for proficiency in French. If you have not completed an approved program to practise as a dentist in Canada, you must successfully complete the NDEB Equivalency Process or a full-time, two-year qualifying program. These two paths are the only means by which you can become eligible to take the final NDEB written and clinical exams. Prior to applying for the NDEB Equivalency Process, it is recommended that you take the NDEB developed self-assessment tool consisting of 100 multiple choice questions to help test your ability to successfully complete the Assessment of Fundamental Knowledge. You can find the quiz at www.ndeb.ca/quiz. The NDEB assessment process comprises three assessments in addition to the application and document verification processes: 1. Assessment of Fundamental Knowledge (written exams, one day); 2. Assessment of Clinical Skills (performed on mannequins, two days); and 3. Assessment of Clinical Judgment (three exams, one day). Successfully completing all three steps enables applicants to write the NDEB exams. Candidates who successfully complete only the first step but are not successful on the second and/or third step can apply for a qualifying program or for a degree completion program at a Canadian or American university. These programs are generally two years in length and are expensive. Even if a Canadian or American university has a dentistry program, it might not have a qualifying program, so it is important to research your destination city. Successful completion of the two-year qualifying program permits you to write the NDEB exams. After you pass the NDEB exams, you may apply to the provincial/territorial dental regulator for a licence. There may be additional requirements.



Specialty Certification and Licensure Dental specialists must also obtain a licence. Applicants who have not completed an accredited Canadian or American specialty program must first complete one or complete an assessment process. The first step in the assessment process is passing the Dental Specialty Core Knowledge Examination (DSCKE) that will be administered by the NDEB as of 2013. The DSCKE is used in the university admission process to qualify for a three to twelve-month assessment phase. Meeting the basic requirements is not a guarantee that you will be admitted to the programs. The Royal College of Dentists of Canada (www.rcdc.ca) administers the National Dental Specialty Examination (NDSE) that is required for licensure as a specialist. Each specialty has an exam. You must also fulfil any other requirements as determined by the provincial/territorial regulator in the jurisdiction in which you wish to work.



Finding a Job in Canada Dentists are often self-employed which requires advanced business skills as well as financial resources to establish and maintain the practice. The provincial/ territorial associations might be able to direct you to career resources as well as services for dentists and associated health care professionals. You should also consider alternative occupations that are related to dentistry such as dental technologist, dental assistant or denturist while you are pursuing licensure or even as a realistic alternative career.



Royal College of Dental Surgeons of Ontario www.rcdso.org Ordre des dentistes du Québec www.odq.qc.ca New Brunswick Dental Society www.nbdental.com Provincial Dental Board of Nova Scotia www.pdbns.ca Dental Council of Prince Edward Island Tel: 902 892 4470 Newfoundland & Labrador Dental Board [email protected] Yukon Dental Profession Act [email protected] Government of the Northwest Territories Health and Social Services Tel: 867 920 8058 Nunavut Registrar’s Office [email protected].



Additional Resources Citizenship and Immigration Canada www.cic.gc.ca Service Canada www.servicecanada.gc.ca Foreign Credentials Referral Office www.credentials.gc.ca.



Provincial/Territorial Regulatory Dental Authorities College of Dental Surgeons of British Columbia www.cdsbc.org Alberta Dental Association and College www.abda.ab.ca The College of Dental Surgeons of Saskatchewan www.saskdentists.com Manitoba Dental Association www.manitobadentist.ca
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